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ATTENTION: WE ARE CURRENTLY ON LEVEL 4 

DROUGHT RESPONSE!!!! 
 

Drought Contingency Plan Stage 4 Response -- CRITICAL 

Water Shortage Conditions 
 

 

Stage 4 Response -- CRITICAL Water Shortage Conditions 

 

Target:  Achieve a 50 percent reduction total water use. 

 

Best Management Practices for Supply Management: 

     

(a) Discontinue irrigation of public spaces including parks and medians. 

 

(b) Continue research and development of alternative water supply sources. 

 

Water Use Restrictions for Reducing Demand:  All requirements of Stage 2 and 3 shall 

remain in effect during Stage 4 except: 

 
(a) Stop all landscape irrigation, except crops and landscape products of 

commercial growers and nurseries. This restriction shall not apply to 

the following categories of use unless the City has determined that 

recycled water is available and may be lawfully applied to the use. 

1. Maintenance of trees and shrubs that are watered on the same 

schedule set forth in section 6 (a) by using a bucket, hand-held 

hose with a positive shut-off nozzle, or low-volume non-spray 

irrigation; 

II. Maintenance of existing landscaping necessary for fire 

protection as specified by the Fire Marshal of the local fire 

protection agency having jurisdiction over the property to be 

irrigated; 
III. Maintenance of existing landscaping for erosion control; 

IV.  Maintenance of plant materials identified to be rare or 

essential to the well-being of rare animals; 

V. Maintenance of landscaping within active public parks and 

playing fields, day care centers, school grounds, cemeteries, and 

golf course greens, provided that such irrigation does not exceed 

two (2) days per week according to the schedule established under 

section 6 (b) (1); 
VI. Watering of livestock; and 
VII. Public works projects and actively irrigated e nv i r onm e n t a l  mitigation 

projects. 

 
(b)         Repair all water leaks within twenty-four (24) hours of notification by the City unless   

other arrangements are made with the City Manager. 

 

(c) The filling, refilling, or adding of water to swimming pools, wading pools, and 

Jacuzzi-type pools is prohibited. 

 

(d) Operation of any ornamental fountain or pond for aesthetic or scenic purposes 

is prohibited except where necessary to support aquatic life or where such 

fountains       or ponds are equipped with a recirculation system. 

 

(e) No application for new, additional, expanded, or increased-in-size water service  

connections, meters, service lines, pipeline extensions, mains, or water service 

facilities of any kind shall be approved, and time limits for approval of such  
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applications are hereby suspended for such time as this drought response stage  

                              or a higher-numbered stage shall be in effect 

 

Section XI: Enforcement 

 

(a) No person shall knowingly or intentionally allow the use of water from the City of Huron 

for residential, commercial, industrial, agricultural, governmental, or any other purpose in 

a manner contrary to any provision of this Plan, or in an amount in excess of that permitted 

by the drought response stage in effect at the time pursuant to action taken by City 

Manager, or his/her designee, in accordance with provisions of this Plan.  

 

(b) Any person who violates this Plan is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction shall 

be punished by a fine of not less than five hundred dollars ($500) and not more than One 

Thousand dollars ($1,000). Each day that one or more of the provisions in this Plan is 

violated shall constitute a separate offense. If a person is convicted of three or more distinct 

violations of this Plan, the City Manager shall, upon due notice to the customer, be 

authorized to discontinue water service to the premises where such violations occur.  

Services discontinued under such circumstances shall be restored only upon payment of a 

re-connection charge, hereby established at $25, and any other costs incurred by the City 

of Huron in discontinuing service.  In addition, suitable assurance must be given to the City 

Manager that the same action shall not be repeated while the Plan is in effect.  Compliance 

with this plan may also be sought through injunctive relief in the district court. 

 

(c) Any person, including a person classified as a water customer of the City of Huron, in 

apparent control of the property where a violation occurs or originates shall be presumed 

to be the violator, and proof that the violation occurred on the person’s property shall 

constitute a rebuttable presumption that the person in apparent control of the property 

committed the violation, but any such person shall have the right to show that he/she did 

not commit the violation.  Parents shall be presumed to be responsible for violations of 

their minor children and proof that a violation, committed by a child, occurred on property 

within the parents’ control shall constitute a rebuttable presumption that the parent 

committed the violation, but any such parent may be excused if he/she proves that he/she 

had previously directed the child not to use the water as it was used in violation of this Plan 

and that the parent could not have reasonably known of the violation. 

 

(d) Any employee of the City of Huron, police officer, or other public works employee 

designated by the City Manager, may issue a citation to a person he/she reasonably believes 

to be in violation of this Ordinance.  The citation shall be prepared in duplicate and shall 

contain the name and address of the alleged violator, if known, the offense charged, and 

shall direct him/her to appear in the municipal court on the date shown on the citation for 

which the date shall not be less than 3 days nor more than 5 days from the date the citation 

was issued.  The alleged violator shall be  served a copy of the citation.  Service of the 

citation shall be complete upon delivery of the citation to the alleged violator, to an agent 

or employee of a violator, or to a person over 14 years of age who is a member of the 

violator’s immediate family or is a resident of the violator’s residence.  The alleged violator 

shall appear in municipal court to enter a plea of guilty or not guilty for the violation of 

this Plan.  If the alleged violator fails to appear in municipal court, a warrant for his/her 

arrest may be issued.  A summons to appear may be issued in lieu of an arrest warrant.  

These cases shall be expedited and given preferential setting in municipal court before all 

other cases. 


